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how did you get your start here in the 
valley?
After apprenticing and earning my license while 

working for a number of offices in the Seattle area, 

I moved over to Idaho in the winter of 1986.  I spent 

time in two prominent local offices then was given the 

opportunity to design a home for my parents in Sun 

Valley and a home for my mother-in-law in Ketchum.  

The Ketchum project fell through but the two prospects 

were enough to convince me to start my own office.

what do you think sets williams | partners 
apart from other architects in your area?
Thoughtful, strong design work, that does not sacrifice 

function, scale and lifestyle.

How has your business and design process 
changed over the years?  
 I spent the first seven years as a sole proprietor and did 

drawings on paper the old fashioned way. Now with 

everything but the first sketches on the computer, it is 

indeed a different world.  We use 3D computer modeling 

extensively in schematic design. Our designs are more 

studied and understood by us and the clients than ever 

before.

What are your most prominent local 
projects
As a residential architect most of our projects are not 

typically “prominent”.  Our work can be bold and self 

confident but mostly it gets pretty hidden after a few 

years of landscape growth.  Plus, our approach leads to 

projects serving the needs of the client more than our 

own notoriety.  Our recently completed condominium 

project, behind Ciro’s restaurant, at 600 Second Street 

East is certainly one of our most visible projects.  While 

we are proud of our projects that have been recognized 

by our peers and have been selected for design awards 

(four in 2008), we are most proud of our homes that 

contribute to our clients lives year after year. 

do you work outside the area?
Yes, we have successfully completed projects in Custer 

Country, McCall, Coeur d’Alene, Boise, Meridian, Rancho 

Mirage and even in Mexico.

What is your favorite part of the process?
Design of course, the conceptual work, but also seeing 

the design come into being after months of design and 

drawing.

Established in 1992, Williams | Partners Architects, located in Ketchum 
Idaho, specializes in custom residential design.
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